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Tales in Edutainment Story Books in Thai:
A Study of the Dynamics in the Context of

Contemporary Thai Society

Siriporn Phakdeephasook”

Abstract

Edutainment story books are produced for use as learning media which
entertain learners while also imparting academic knowledge and developing
useful intellectual skills. What is interesting about these books is their use of

folklore in the context of contemporary Thai society.

This research article examines the dynamics of tales in edutainment story
books in Thai at the textual and application levels. The research frameworks
used to study tales from 132 books include the concepts of intertextuality,

interdiscursivity, popular culture and bi-sociation. It is found that at the textual

This article is part of the research project titled “Stories in Thai Edutainment Media: An Analysis
of Cultural Dynamics and Assimilation” under the TRE Senior Research Scholar project series
“Creative Folklore”: Dynamics and Application of Folklore in Contemporary Thai Society (2011-2014).
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level, the dynamic aspect of these books, namely the management of texts for
the presentation of academic knowledge, is of three types: creation of new tales,
adaptation of old tales and creation of intertextuality and interdiscursivity. At
the application level, the dynamics are reflected in the use of tales to provide
academic knowledge and in new forms. Intertextuality and interdiscursivity
found in edutainment story books in Thai indicate and reflect some changes in
contemporary Thai society. Learning activities under the educational
curriculum have been extended to households. This is probably partly caused by
parents’ need to prepare their children to compete with their peers for better

educational opportunities.

Keywords: tales,edutainment, dynamics, intertextuality, interdiscursivity,

popular culture
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